5th January 2020
Dear Parents and Carers
National Lockdown - school online services
I am so sorry to be writing to you all with the news that we must follow Government guidance and so
all of our students at both Notre Dame and St Boniface need to stay at home for the rest of this half
term, with the exception of certain vulnerable children and Critical Workers' children. The public
exams will go ahead on Thursday 7th January, Friday 8th January and Monday 11th January and
students should arrive one hour beforehand with face masks and all exam equipment in a clear plastic
case.
We will provide an online live teaching service via Google Classroom to all Year groups, following the
normal school timetable for your son or daughter, and we will do our very best to keep to the timetabled
times for lessons as follows:
Tutor time 8.50 - 9.15
Lesson 1 9.15 to 10.15
Lesson 2 10.15 to 11.15
Lesson 3 11.45 to 12.45
Lesson 4 12.45 to 13.45
Lesson 5 14.20 to 15.20
Where we have previously had some lessons with 30 minute breaks in the middle, we have adjusted
them for online work to be a straight one-hour session.
Year 11 Mock exams at Notre Dame have been put back to after February Half Term, by when we will
know more about their structure, content and their relevance in assessing final student GCSE
grades. Meanwhile it is essential that Year 11 and Year 13 students remain motivated and continue to
work hard, attending all online lessons, despite the frustration of not knowing how they will be assessed
this year as yet. We do deeply share that frustration!
If you believe that your son or daughter may be eligible for Critical Workers' children supervision that
you wish to access, please email Covidtest@ndonline.org or Covidtest@stbonifaces.com providing brief
evidence of your Critical Worker status (such as a photo of your work ID or a photo of the heading
and job role on your pay slip). Please be aware that we will provide your son or daughter with a
computer terminal and will expect them to follow all of their lessons online if they access this
provision. They will receive the same education service as students who remain at home and they will
not be in the classroom with their teachers, who are busy delivering the online sessions.
If your son or daughter cannot access the internet at home please let us know at
Covidtest@ndonline.org or Covidtest@stbonifaces.com.
Yesterday a small minority of students were disruptive in online lessons. Access to lessons will be
blocked for any disruptive student, this will be logged on ClassCharts, their parents will be contacted
and this may affect their chance to participate in their own lessons during the Lockdown period. We
expect all students to arrive at their correct lesson on time, to participate well in the lesson, completing
all work to the best of their ability. Students should be fully dressed, have all the equipment they
usually need for lessons and should have their cameras on but their microphone muted, unless they
are called on to speak by their teacher. Students may only attend classes where they have been invited
by their teacher and must not visit other lessons. We believe we now have this set up securely so that

it is not possible to visit other people's lessons. Headphones would help students to be able to hear
the lessons clearly.
Parents, if you are supervising your child at home please do not engage online in your child's live lesson,
but thank you for contacting staff separately if there are any issues. Thank you for the alert from
parents yesterday about the disruption. It is not always apparent to the teacher when students are
disrupting each other.
I am so sorry that this has happened to us all, just when we were preparing to roll out the Covid testing
process in schools too. Please let’s all continue to do everything we can to beat the virus together,
keep safe and we will do our very best to educate your children well and safely until we can
welcome them physically back into school - something for which we are truly longing.
Yours sincerely

Mrs Kate White
Headteacher
Notre Dame School, Plymouth
St Boniface Catholic College, Plymouth

