Friday 22nd January 2021

Dear Parents and Carers,
Update from the Headteacher
We hope that you are well and keeping safe during this Lockdown period. I would like to thank you for your continuing
support during this difficult time – we feel fortunate to have such strong and positive communities.
We are incredibly proud of the resilience shown from our students and staff; it has been wonderful to see everyone
adapt well to online learning. Our teaching staff are working hard to ensure that our online provision is as effective as it
possibly can be. We would like to thank you for all of the positive feedback received and encourage you to email your
child’s tutor if there is any aspect of digital schooling that could be improved for your son or daughter.
Whilst online learning is going well - we have noticed that some students may be receiving outside help to complete
their assessed work. We kindly ask that you do not help your child with assessments, as it prevents us from evaluating
their individual progress. For example, a student who usually achieves a Grade 4 in assessments, has recently achieved
a Grade 8, which is an unusually high rate of progress.
Over the last two weeks, a very small number of staff at Notre Dame have tested positive for Covid-19. We have
followed national guidance and worked closely with Public Health to ensure all close contacts were identified and these
individuals have isolated at home. One student had contact with an affected staff member and parents/carers were
notified and the student isolated at home immediately. The school remains open, but we would like to remind
everyone in our community that they should not attend school on-site if they are unwell.
The staff who tested positive are isolating at home while they recover and we send them every best wish at this
difficult time. Consequently, this does mean that other staff are being asked to cover the absence of the staff who are
sick which may have affected response times if you have contacted us this week. Our staff have been going above and
beyond to ensure we can still serve our students and parents as if it were business as usual, but if you have emailed a
member of staff and haven’t had a response, this may be the reason. In this case, please contact the main school
number and our reception will ensure a message is re-directed to an available colleague.
You will be aware that the government introduced lateral flow testing from the beginning of this term. This week they
have announced that staff may lateral flow test twice a week to further protect everyone in our community. Thanks to
Miss Byng and Mrs Hudson in Notre Dame and St Boniface’s College respectively, who have managed the logistics of
setting up and delivering this service. Thanks also to our premises teams who continue to carry out regular enhanced
cleaning of the schools and deep cleaning in the test centres after every test session to help keep everyone safe.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you once again for your continued support. It means so much to us at
this challenging time.
Yours sincerely

Mrs Kate White
Headteacher
Notre Dame School, Plymouth
St Boniface Catholic College, Plymouth
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